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minor in the near
future?
by: Daria Hall
What would you say to 
the development of a communica­
tions minor at Spelman? While 
some may say it’s a great idea, oth­
ers would remain indifferent, but 
as a prestigious women’s college, 
a broader curriculum geared to­
ward various aspects of commu­
nications, such as print and broad­
cast journalism, public relations, 
and advertising, may be in order, 
especially with an increasing in­
terest rate among students.
“Historically, liberal arts 
schools have not offered strong 
communication major’s or 
minor’s. However, our students 
and graduates are facing new chal­
lenges and need the knowledge 
base that they can get in both theo­
retical and applied communication 
courses. We offer some of those 
courses now and we have the pro­
fessors to teach it, so it may be time 
for a new identity in which to 
house these courses,” said profes­
sor Jane Bick, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor of English, who teaches 
six of the communication oriented 
courses at Spelman, including 
Journalism Workshop and an Ad­
vertising Copyrighting course, 
which is offered every other year.
“A communications mi­
nor would definitely look better on 
my resume,” said junior, English 
major, Yazmina Beverly. “Right 
now I’m getting most of my expe­
rience from internships, but I 
would like to be able to take 
classes as well. I think you need 
both theory and hands on work.”
As a liberal arts school 
the idea of incorporating commu­
nications may not be as welcomed 
because of the perimeter of the 
college’s curriculum.
“Spelman has not pur­
sued this as a major because it’s 
not considered a liberal arts ma­
jor,” said Academic Dean, Cynthia 
Spence. “What we tend to do is to 
provide courses in specific depart­
ments to support interested stu­
dents. We also encourage students 
to talk with professionals in the 
field to see exactly what courses 
they took to help better prepare 
them for a career in Communica­
tions.”
Despite this idea of up­
holding a traditional liberal arts 
education, administration and fac­
ulty cannot help but notice the 
growing number of students who 
have an interest in fields within the 
communications industry, not to 
mention the large number of 
Spelman graduates who are active
continued on page 2
AUC Summit Speaks on Interracial Dating
By: Charita Williams
The AUC Summit held an 
Interracial Dating dialogue in Sale 
Hall on Morehouse’s Campus on 
Feb. 26,2002. The discussion was 
presented in a talk show setup with 
a panel of five males. Michael 
Rogers (Morehouse, senior) and 
Doug Johnson (Clark Atlanta Uni­
versity, senior) were the students 
who participated on the panel 
joined with rap group “404 
Soldierz” (Leon Warner “Big 
Lee,” Curtes Consenza “C- 
Dawg,”and Johnny “Kass Flow” 
Thomas).
The AUC Summit is a col­
laboration of all of the Atlanta 
University Schools “to promote 
unity through dialogue.” AUC 
Summit student Nicole Kelly em­
ceed the event. The discussion 
began with a question and answer 
video of responses from students 
on campus in reference to interra­
cial dating and a clip from the 
well-known movie “Waiting to 
Exhale.” Overall, the panel saw 
nothing wrong with interracial 
dating, but each person had differ­
ent standpoints.
Michael Rogers has been in 
an interracial relationship with his
By Chante’ Chambers
This school year is coming to a 
close, but before there are any 
celebrations, preparations must 
be made for the “2002”- “2003.” 
This includes new class offic­
ers, FAFSA forms, new class 
schedules, and electing new 
SSGA officers. Exciting, huh?
New candidates were 
chosen on March 5, 2002 and 
the will be that the ones who 
continue the SSGA tradition of 
fulfilling the duties of SSGA of­
ficers and making some new de­
cisions. So what exactly is it 
that SSGA do?
According to the cur­
rent SSGA President, graduat­
ing senior Christina Williams, 
she envisions SSGA as being an 
executive cabinet that diligently 
works toward the productivity 
of the Spelman community.
The Spelman Student 
Government Association 
(SSGA) is a school organiza­
tion, which is composed of a 
number of Spelman’s students 
who step-up and choose to rep­
resent the entire Spelman stu­
dent body. During this process 
of representation, SSGA meets 
regularly to discuss the many 
concerns and problems regard­
ing the student body. In the pro­
cess of discussion, SSGA takes 
action by providing proposals, 
programs, activities, sugges­
tions, and resolutions. In addi-
white girlfriend for over three 
years and does not regret the de­
cision that he made, because he 
loves his girlfriend. He believes 
that society and movies like 
“Waiting to Exhale” portray inter­
racial relationships in a negative 
way. That is part of the reason 
why he thought for a long time that 
his interracial relationship was 
wrong.
“It takes prayer, faith, and 
love to get through my relation­
ship, especially since my 
girlfriend’s parents do not accept 
me,” said Rogers
Doug Johnson also did not 
see a problem with interracial dat­
ing, however he would never 
marry outside of his race.
“ I think that people of the 
same race can better relate to each 
other and I wouldn’t want to bring 
her [a girl outside of his race] 
home, because I know how my 
peoples are,” said Johnson.
These responses caused 
controversy in the audience and 
led to many questions.
When asked by a female to 
the panel, “Why would you date 
out of your race when the ratio of 
women to men in the AUC is 
14:1?”
The 2002-2003 SSGA Elections
tion, the task of attempting to 
create and establish a liaison, a 
strong bond full of communica­
tion, between the student body, 
faculty, staff, and administration 
falls in the hands of SSGA. Yet, 
SSGA also gets the opportunity
SGR 2002-2003 Election Results
President: E. Joyce Iyamu 
llice President: Rsha Jenninys 
Treasurer: Florence Griffin 
Secretary: Candace Jackson 
Parlimentarian: Candace 
Barriteau
Social Chair: Danielle Tillman 
Publicity: Tarsha LDard
to reward the student body with 
several fun, relaxing, leisurely 
events/activities.
Outside of academic 
and social issues, SSGA also ad­
dresses the issue of funding for 
student organization funds. 
Their responsibility is to allocate 
funding to all of the student clubs 
and organizations in order to as­
sist these groups with their pro­
gram and leadership needs.
Each year, the Spelman 
Student Government set out to 
fulfill their task; and at the close
Doug responded, “Girls in 
the AUC walk around with their 
head in the air.” He believes that 
the females in the AUC care less 
about how he is doing positive 
things with his life, but are con­
cerned about whether he has a car 
and money.
“The females run after the 
man with a nice car who sits in 
front of the barber shop all day 
doing nothing with his life, while 
I’m working hard to get an educa­
tion. If I'm at Georgia State and a 
nice looking Hispanic woman 
comes talking to me, then hell 
yeah I’m gonna talk to her,” said 
Johnson.
Several females in the au­
dience were offended and believe 
that Johnson’s statement was a 
generalization of black females in 
the AUC. However, this was not 
the only stereotyping done that 
night. A female student who was 
trying to explain why black 
women love black men by com­
paring them to men of other races, 
described Asians as short with big 
heads, which obviously offended 
several Asian male students in the 
audience.
An audience member re­
sponded, “We need to stop wor-
of each year, the next generation 
of Spelman women step up to 
succeed their fellow sisters and 
continue carry-out and achieving 
the duties of SSGA.
The “2002”- “2003” 
student government candidates
admit that they are up to the chal­
lenge that comes along with be­
ing a member of the student gov­
ernment. In fact, they are antici­
pating the challenge. This di­
verse group of women candi­
dates, included students such as 
Kendall Wilson, Loren 
Robinson, Catrina Silva, 
Candace Jackson, and E. Joyce 
Iyamu, all have reasons why they 
should be elected to represent the 
upcoming student body. These 
future seniors, juniors, and 
sophomores present persuasive
rying about what other races are 
doing and worry about ourselves. 
The black race has been stereo­
typed for years, how could we ste­
reotype other races.”
C-Dawg and Big-Lee be­
lieve that in a relationship, it is 
important to learn about each 
other’s culture and Kass Flow 
stated that you are accountable for 
what you do and if you love that 
person, that’s all that matters.
“Racism is the tool of the 
devil and a type of oppression,” 
stated a student in the audience. 
“In Christ, there is no Jew or Gen­
tile. Therefore, God isn’t racist, 
so why should we be.”
Talya D. Thomas, a senior 
at Clark Atlanta University 
thought that the AUC Summit 
was a great success and she can­
not wait until the next one Mar. 
26, 2002. Big-Lee of the “404 
Soldierz” thought that the dis­
cussion was a wonderful experi­
ence. They decided to come af­
ter hearing the AUC Summit an­
nounce the dialogue on V-103 
that morning. C-Dawg thought 
the students were mad for the 
wrong reasons and could not un­
derstand why people want to 
blame each other.
statements, personal promises, 
and the public personalities that 
the student body wants to hear 
and see in order to make that 
very important decision of who 
should represent the as SSGA.
“ In the past, I feel that 
elections have been based upon 
basically [who and] what you 
are... and what not. I think that 
we should base it more upon 
what the candidates are about. 
I think that the current SGA 
should think more about the 
students and be more concerned 
about not only the juniors and 
the seniors, but also the fresh­
man and the sophomores. The 
new incoming freshman... I 
know as my first year, I wasn’t 
as connected to SGA as I could 
have been, should have been, or 
would have been. I think that 
SGA should think about the stu­
dent body as a whole,” said 
Brittni West-Ward, a current 
freshman.
There is always room 
for improvement. FloJaune 
Griffin, a candidate for SGA 
Treasurer, says that, “SGA is a 
work in progress all over. So 
that means that every year, you 
should have some new goals 
and some new things that you 
want to do. I don’t think that 
there is a perfect SGA. I just 
think that there is a progress 
that you are working towards 
doing things. The goals of the 







The Spelman Spotlight would like to extend its apologies to Rae 
Ransom. In our last issue, we ran a story, titled, “Stepping on those Old 
Stereotypes,” in which there was a photograph of Rae. In no way were we 
trying to imply or define this Spelman woman as one of those old AUC 
stereotypes.
As a publication, The Spotlight seeks to bring truth to Spelman’s 
campus and regrets any implication that Rae’s photograph was not a true 
depiction of the woman she is.
We hope to continue providing the Spelman community with 
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in this field.
There was once a 
Communication Theory mi­
nor through the Sociology 
department, but now the 
closest subject to communi­
cations at Spelman is the 
Writing minor developed 
through the English depart­
ment in 1995. However, be­
cause of the limited number 
of courses offered, students 
tend to cross register at 
Clark-Atlanta University to 
gain knowledge in a variety 
of areas in the field. While 
it is helpful to use other re­
sources in the AUC consor­
tium, many students would 
prefer to take classes at their 
own institution, especially 
when it helps them to avoid 
the risk of loosing a credit 
toward graduation.
“I think it would be 
good to incorporate a minor 
here. There are a lot of 
people who have an interest 
in communications and we 
shouldn’t have to go to 
Clark-Atlanta to take 
courses when we can have 
classes right here at 
Spelman, said Natashia 
McGough, senior, English 
major. “It would give 
Spelman a broader curricu­
lum and may even help at­
tract more students.”
Junior, Syreeta 
Oglesby, an English major 
and the current SGA Media 
Specialist agrees.
“It’s a growing 
population of students in­
terested in the field. It 
would make things much 
more convenient if Spelman 
could expand upon its cur­
riculum to include more 
courses toward the field,” 
said Oglesby. “Although, 
funding may be low there 
are a lot of resources, such 
as Spelman graduates who 
may be willing to provide 
support to the idea.”
The process overall 
could take a year or two to 
incorporate, because of the 
need to oversee proper 
funding for budget and 
staffing, along with a trial 
and error period in which 
the proposed courses are 
tested among students.
“Students with an 
interest may spark change, 
but what gets things going 
is budget support. A lot of 
times programs are spon­
sored through grant money, 
such as the Women’s Stud­
ies minor, so that’s another
way of going about it,” sug­
gested Dean Kai Jackson, As­
sistant Dean for Freshman 
Studies.
As an alternative to 
this long and sometimes te­
dious process, professor 
Opal Moore, chair of the En­
glish department, agrees with 
some of her other colleagues 
that expansion of the writing 
minor may be the best way to 
complement the interest.
“We recognize the 
need to expand the minor. 
We are not looking specifi­
cally at broadcast journal­
ism, but are looking to in­
clude more diversity in the 
minor such as communica­
tion theory based courses. 
We are also looking to build 
sequences so that students 
have more choices,” said 
Moore.
While the department 
has noticed the need for 
change the question remains 
will the re-development of 
the writing minor benefit 
those interested in Communi­
cations?
“We are looking at 
binding writing with technol­
ogy. We have a proposal, but 
we have to make sure that it 
agrees with our philosophy,”
said Moore.
“We are in the early
stages of the process, but are 
looking at course designs. 
We have initiated the conver­
sation of what kind of 
courses we are interested in 
creating, but would love to 
hear feedback from students 
in regard to the kind of 
courses they are interested in 
taking,” she added.
Another alteration in 
response to this proposed ex­
pansion of the minor would 
be a possible name change.
“A name is very im­
portant, so that is something 
to consider while we are in 
the middle of developing 
upon the proposal,” said 
Moore.
While it is not prom­
ised that students will see the 
change this year or the next, 
it is important to note that 
the college is taking heed to 
the increasing interest in the 
field and plan to do some­
thing about it.
Professor Moore en­
courages students to get in­
volved in the process by 
voicing their opinions and 
concerns or even attending 
faculty meetings, which take 
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Sonia Sanchez Speaks: Two Spelmam Women Respond
An Inspirational Afternoon
By Clanci Cochran
The date was February 19, 
four o’clock pm. The crowd was 
buzzing. People were settling 
down at the last seconds in some 
available seats. Photo flashes 
went off and everyone was qui­
eted as the artists climbed up the 
stairs onto the stage. Their power 
and presence shone brightly from 
the stage-and neither one of them 
were over five foot eight. The 
special guests that afternoon were 
none other than the famous writer 
Pearl Cleage and honored poet 
Sonya Sanchez. Both women 
looked extremely comfortable on 
stage. Mrs. Cleage, dressed from 
head to toe in black, gently cooled 
herself with her fan as she gave 
attention to Dr. Guy-SheftalTs 
introduction. Ms. Sanchez lis­
tened also attentively in her red 
and black out accentuated with a 
long African-print scarf.
The women faced each 
other, and Mrs. Cleage proceeded 
to interview Ms. Sanchez, who 
she said paved the way for her to 
become a poet. Sonya Sanchez 
has an impressive background 
indeed. She has written 14 books, 
including 10 books of poetry. 
Sanchez is a poet and activist, and 
has won an American Book 
award. A piece of her work can 
be found in the popular movie 
Love Jones.
Sanchez took classes at 
New York University during her 
college career and was inspired 
by a teacher who responded to her 
work. Every Wednesday night for 
three years she met with a small 
group in Greenwich Village. 
Each week all those in the group 
had to bring an original poem. 
One evening when Sonya went to 
a club she happened to meet 
LeRoi Jones, who requested a 
piece of her work for a collection
of work he was compiling. Jones 
was the first person to refer to 
Sanchez as a poet.Mrs. Cleage 
asked Ms. Sanchez what her rou­
tine for writing was. Because 
Sanchez was both a teacher and a 
mother her writing time didn’t oc­
cur until 12:30 am and lasted until 
3:30 in the morning.
“Whatever you do does im­
pact how you write,’’ Sonya said. 
“Since I only had three and a half 
hours, I knew not to waste 
it.” She encourages every­
one interested in writing to 
keep a journal and continu­
ously write in it. When sub­
mitting work to possible 
publishers, Sanchez advised 
“send your best three po- 
ems-no one reads more than 
three”.
She spoke of a story 
she wrote entitled Does Your 
House Have Lions, which is 
a story about her brother 
who died of AIDS. The au­
dience was moved as she 
became emotional when she 
recounted a story about her 
mother and father. She gave
her listeners something to think 
about at this time: “If you don’t 
want to be like your parents, who 
are you going to be?”
Sanchez spoke about her re­
lationship with her sons, which is a 
unique parenting style. She used 
to have “Sunday sessions” where 
she would spend quality time with 
her sons discussing important is­
sues. She says her children helped 
her bridge the gap between herself 
and younger spoken-word artists by 
listening to what they were listen­
ing to in terms of music. Sanchez 
loves all the good that they (young 
poets/rappers) do, embracing the 
beauty and good that they do and 
challenging the rest.
Ms. Sanchez is not afraid of 
speaking her mind. One of the most 
interesting part of the conversation 
was when she called Eldridge 
Cleaver, former head of the Black
Panther Party, a hustler when said 
that everyone else called him a 
revolutionary during the time of 
the Black Artists Movement, and 
talked about other hard issues no 
one wanted to hear like child 
abuse. She said as a woman at this 
time one had to live on the edge to 
survive, but Sanchez is a person 
up to any challenge. “The point 
to being human is to believe you 
can to anything, not to be roman­
tic about it,” she stated.
Sonya Sanchez is a prime 
example of a woman who can do 
anything and continues to help oth­
ers do the same.
A student’s perspective 
on Sonia Sanchez 
By Jessica Me Knight
Not only was the audi­
ence on the edge of their seats 
while listening, but Sonia 
Sanchez was also on the edge 
of her seat, leaning into her 
audience, while telling her 
story of what it means to be a 
writer and a human being.
Well-known poet and au­
thor Sonia Sanchez engaged in 
a question-answer discussion
with author Pearl Cleage on 
Tuesday Feb. 19at 4:00pm in 
the Baldwin Burroughs Audito­
rium of the Fine Arts Building. 
The discussion was sponsored 
by the Women’s Studies De­
partment.
“I’m writing to connect 
me and others with what it 
means to be human, you know 
what I mean?” said Sanchez 
who casually made each audi­
ence member feel as if she 
was talking specifically to 
him or her.
As a mother, wife, and 
teacher, Sanchez always had 
to make time for writing. 
But, it was this limited time 
span that forced her to write.
“If I had someone else 
doing ray chores for me, I 
would have had more time, 
and might have wasted that 
time,” said Sanchez.
So, every night, from 
midnight to 3 a.m., Sanchez 
would sharpen her pencils, 
put on music without words, 
mostly jazz, which, as she 
says, “makes the brain click-
click,” and start writing.
“The point of being hu­
man is to say I can do anything. 
There are no gender closures 
here,” said Sanchez.
Sanchez lived by this 
theory as she fought for her 
voice in the male-dominated 
New Negro Arts movement of 
the 1960's. From her own ex­
perience with racism and sex­
ism, Sanchez challenged the 
young audience.
“Those of you who want 
to do anything in this world, 
you have to dare to do it,” said 
Sanchez.
She also challenged her 
own generation to listen to 
what their children are listen­
ing to.
"I love all the good things 
[hip-hop artists] do, and that 
which is not good, I chal­
lenge,” said Sanchez, who in­
formed the audience she has 
Tupac playing in her Jeep. She 
also puts on Talib Kweli be­
fore she goes to bed and 
smiles to herself.
When asked by Pearl 
Cleage about her relationship 
with the younger spoken word 
artists, Sanchez stressed that 
while poetry contests and 
slams are fun, they should not 
be about fame and fortune.
“There’s no first prize 
for a poet, you hear that?” 
said Sanchez.
As the discussion drew 
to an end, Cleage and Sanchez 
looked forward at the new 
century.
Sanchez posed the ques­
tions, “What does it mean to 
be a human being? What does 
it mean to be spiritual?” She 
said being human does not 
mean just going to church. 
And being spiritual is more 
than burning candles, wrap­
ping your head, or taking a 
bath.
“Being spiritual is when 
you defend people who can’t 
always defend themselves. Or 
when you have food at your 
desk because you know that 
that child doesn’t always get 
fed at home. Being spiritual is 
when we are connected to this 
earth and the people on it, 
when we do our God-given 
work,” said Sanchez.
Sanchez ended this tears 
and laughter-filled discussion 
with a poem she wrote espe­
cially for Spelman, titled, “A 
Love Song for Spelman,” and 
recited at the first graduation 
during Dr. Johnetta Cole’s 
presidency.
Sanchez received 
smiles, tears, and a standing 
ovation immediately after the 
last line of her poem, 
“Things’ll be alright for all 
you at Spelman.”
...SSGA Continued
goals of the student’s are go­
ing to change, and that’s why 
SGA should change every 
year.”
“As a graduating se­
nior, I have watched SGA 
progress in the last four years. 
I can honestly say that I like the 
road that it's taking. It’s lead­
ing towards a legislative body 
that passes laws and bills for the 
betterment of the college. I feel 
that the student government as­
sociation has been responsible 
for the social activities, but that 
is not what a student govern­
ment association is supposed to 
do. So I challenge this next stu­
dent government to uphold the 
constitution in its entirety,” said
current SSGA President, Chris­
tina Williams.
And that is exactly 
what the candidates vow to do.
It is up to the students to elect 
the representatives that they be­
lieve would make the most 
change for the benefit of the stu­
dents, the campus, and the com­
munity. On March 5, 2005, stu­
dents made their decisions on the 
new and upcoming “2002”- 
”2003" SSGA.
Spelman will enter the upcoming 
year with fresh faces and new 
ideas. Congratualtions to all of the 
SSGA offeers. Hopefully the 
SSGA will continue to excel in 
providing services to the Spelman 
community.
The Questions
]. Why do guys on spring break think, “pose for the videocamera,” is a good pick 
up line?
2. Don’t they think we’ve all seen good girls gone wild?
3. Why were there juniors on the senior class trip?
4. Isn’t it funny how you take advice that you don’t want?
5. I wonder why everybody is so offended when they did it on they re on free will?
6. Wow, I wonder, did they not realize they were on Spelman’s campus?
7. Wasn’t it scary to see people from the AUC in the clubs in Miami on spring 
break?
8. How come everybody at Spelman thinks they can sing?
9. Now that it’s getting hot again, will the don’t cut up your shirt issue come back?
10. Weren’t the election results really surprising?
11. Didn’t public safety act like they missed us when we came back from spring 
break?




Atlanta’s Underground Rap Scene Gets Krunk
Charli A. Penn 
Contributing Writer
A baldhead, a funky 
goatee, and a big smile greeted me 
as I entered Big Oomp Records 
one early afternoon. I was there 
to interview one of Atlanta's hot­
test DJs and to hopefully find the 
new Outkast Greatest hits CD for 
a great price. Jelly was not only a 
personal friend of mine, but he 
was also the mastermind behind 
nearly every hot mix CD that I 
had ever purchased of the streets 
of Atlanta. DJ Jelly is part of the 
Oomp Camp, which is currently 
the largest independent under­
ground street label in the Atlanta 
Metropolitan area.
Underground street rap 
is often overlooked, because un­
derground artists are taking their 
unique styles and sounds to the 
streets and not the mainstream 
stores and radio. They are writ­
ing, producing and selling their 
records right here in the streets of 
Atlanta. Atlanta has become a 
major powerhouse in the world of 
rap music, and Atlanta’s under­
ground rap world is larger than 
most realize.
DJ Jelly first emerged on 
the music scene in 1990 when he 
began to create his own unique 
style of mixing by combining 
Southern styled music with hits 
from all over the country. At this
Finally Colored Girls Speak
By: Jerrice L. Boyd 
Features Writer
At some point in our 
lives, we all feel misunderstood 
as black women. When we are 
at that point, we often wish that 
someone or something would 
come along and let us know that 
they understand us because 
they have been or are going 
through what we are going 
through. If you have ever felt 
that way, and did not attend the 
presentation of For Colored 
Girls Who Have Considered 
Suicide When The Rainbow Is 
Enuf then you really missed 
your opportunity to relate to 
other black women through 
drama.
The women repre-, 
sented in this presentation come 
from all over the United States 
and Ntozake Shange, the author 
of this “choreopoem” manages 
to find a commonality within 
them all. The idea of learning 
to love and accept themselves 
for who and what they are was 
a prevalent theme. Ntozake 
Shange is the second black 
woman to this day to have a 
play on Broadway. While 
watching this performance, I 
found it easy to identify with
time, in the south, bass and 
“booty” music dominated the mix 
industry and people were ready 
for a change. DJ Jelly a born mu­
sic lover says that he cannot re­
call a time when he didn’t love 
music and he followed it very 
closely. He felt that Atlanta as a 
whole was tired of the same old 
mixes so he provided the streets 
with a new style.
Jelly teamed up with MC Assault 
who had similar ideas about 
bringing what he felt was a nec­
essary change to the mix tape in­
dustry. The newly formed inno­
vative DJ team took to the streets 
to promote their new styles and 
found instant success. Although 
they began to incorporate hits 
from many parts of the streets. 
Jelly and Assault stayed true to 
their roots and continued to mix 
the hottest jams across the coun­
try with the latest down south 
street hits. Most of the biggest un­
derground rappers in the business 
became known in the streets be­
cause they were introduced on 
one of Jelly’s mix tapes. Jelly and 
Assault were one of the first mix 
DJ’s to expose hit group Outkast 
to the Atlanta when the group was 
just starting out in the under­
ground world. They created an 
underground marketing system to 
break the Atlanta rap.
Jelly and Assault then met up with 
real estate professional, and mu­
sic lover, Big Oomp, and Big
certain characters. Everyone 
could relate to some of the real 
life issues that were touched 
upon in the play.
“I really enjoyed the 
play and I believe it touches on 
issues that we are still facing to­
day as women. Trying to find 
the perfect mix of self-love and 
happiness from within is one of 
the key themes I recognized 
from the play,” said Spelman 
student Melissa Mapp.
Issues ranging from 
getting over rejection from the 
opposite sex to building self-es­
teem were exposed in For Col­
ored Girls...The author of the 
choreopoem expresses many of 
the situations that she has been 
through, seen or heard in her 
work. Cast member Cassandra 
Henderson explained in our in­
terview that the director Joan 
McArty wanted to incorporate 
more characters than were 
originally cast in the play. The 
director felt that by doing this 
she would give the audience a 
chance to feel the characters re­
flected within their own lives.
When I asked two of 
the cast members what the 
“Rainbow” symbolizes, I got 
some very enlightening an­
Oomp Records was born. They 
went from selling albums out of 
their trunks to selling them in lo­
cal flea markets and then with al­
most immediate success they 
moved them into the 
local record stores. 
The business merge
h a t 
ave 
th Big 





e c o r d 
,res and a
giant underground production 
company.
The underground music 
industry is a very difficult indus­
try to succeed, because in most 
cases there is no help form the ra­
dio or media. Your talent alone 
must sell your albums. But the 
Oomp Camp succeeded and now 
has seven members, who have 
produced some of the hottest un­
derground street hits to come out 
of Atlanta in the last five years.
swers. Cassandra Henderson 
said that to her the “Rainbow” 
symbolizes a promise or hope, 
and a reminder of the good 
things. Beatrice Keeton, an­
other cast member said that to 
her the rainbow symbolizes 
hard times in life. Beatrice 
also mentioned that getting to 
the end of your rainbow re­
quires putting an end to the is­
sues that you are going 
through and wanting to put the 
past behind you.
Everyone that has 
seen this play agrees that it 
causes you to think about some 
of the problems that we as 
women go through. After 
leaving this play and reflect­
ing on the situations that the 
characters portrayed, I gained 
a better understanding of why 
some women choose to put up 
with or walk away from the 
things that are causing their in­
ternal depression.
To me, getting over 
the rainbow symbolized a 
point in life when you become 
at peace with yourself and be­
gin to love yourself as a per­
son. If you have not found the 
end of your rainbow now is the 
time to start your quest.
Big Oomp records went right to 
the top and has stayed there. The 
first artists ever signed to Big 
Oomp records was the group Ma­
jor Banks, and shortly afterwards 
Big Oomp signed underground 
sensation Sammy Sam who is 
now known as the pioneer of At­
lanta street underground. Sammy 
Sam’s debut album became the 
first Big Oomp album to make it 
out of Atlanta.
Jelly and the rest of the 
Oomp Camp are currently on top 
and have completed many suc­
cessful projects. They are solely 
responsible for the Atlanta street 
anthem
“Eastside vs. Westside” which 
was done by Big Oomp label art­
ist Baby D. Jelly says that “ it is 
important to capture the vibe of 
what’s going on in the music in­
dustry” and he knows that “that's 
currently what artists like Baby D 
intend to do.”
Although very busy with 
trying to keep up with the rapidly 
growing Oomp Camp family, 
Jelly still remains on top in the 
world of mixing. Along with co­
hosts DJ Montay and DJ Assault, 
Jelly is currently hosting a syndi­
cated radio show that airs on over 
14 different stations in the south­
ern region of the country. “Dirty 
South Showdown” airs Monday 
through Saturday at various times 
depending on the station.
Jelly and Oomp Camp
label artist Baby D co-host “Live 
with the Oomp Camp” every Fri­
day morning at 2am on the UPN. 
The show features the latest vid­
eos and live street interviews. If 
you want a taste of Jelly’s unique 
style you can pick either Volume 
1 or Volume 2 of his Down South 
Bounce Compilations. They can 
be found at any local store, and 
are guaranteed in stock at any lo­
cal Big Oomp Record Store.
Oomp Camp members 
Freddy Beats, DJ Montay, and 
MC Assault have teamed up to 
bring you Top Quality Production 
which is an independent produc­
tion company that has recently 
worked on albums such as 
Eightball, Damn Shame, and up 
and coming artist Rashidah. Top 
Quality Production has worked 
with So So Def to do the new 
single for So So Def ‘s newest 
artist Tigah.
When asked about what 
the Oomp Camp is currently up 
to, Jelly just smiled and said, 
We’re working on five major 
projects that will be finished be­
tween now and 2003.”
Contact the Oomp Camp or top 
Quality Productions at (404) 758- 
4210 or stop in at the nearest Big 
Oomp Records; located at either 
751 Simpson Rd, N.W, 2668 
Campbellton Rd, S.W, or 1120 
Ralph David Abernathy and you 
may also want to grab one of the 
latest CD’s at a Big Oomp price.
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FPM: Gives New Meaning to Dance with Expression
Chante’ Chambers 
Campus & Local Writer
FPM... Feets Per 
Minute. The name is eye­
catching, it definitely 
causes fascination, and 
most importantly, the name 
causes the mind and imagi­
nation to become intrigued. 
When some hear titles such 
as Feet Per Minute, they 
might assume that it is deal­
ing with pre or post slavery, 
the Resistance Period, or 
even women achieving 
great things in history. 
When others hear Feets Per 
Minute, they may guess that 
it can be connected to the 
arts and dance performance. 
Well, this time, guess num­
ber two is the right answer.
FPM: Feets per
minute was the dance re­
cital sponsored by the 
Spelman Department of 
Drama and Dance from Feb­
ruary 28, 2002 until March 
3, 2002. The “2001”- 
”2002" Spelman Dance The­
atre did an excellent job 
performing this magnificent 
piece. FPM consisted of six 
pieces, which ranged from
modern dance to traditional 
African movements. The 
music also ranged in order 
to add the right mood to 
each individual piece.
At any given time 
during the perfor­
mances, diverse artist 
such as Jill Scott, 
Aretha Franklin, Tina 
Marie, John Hassel,
Nina Black, Keb Mo, 
and Patti Labelle were 
blasting from the 
speakers, not only mo­
tivating and captivat­
ing the dances, but 
also dispersing
through the minds, 
bodies, and souls of 
every audience mem­
ber present in the Fine 
Arts Building in the 
Baldwin Burroughs 
Auditorium.
It is definitely 
safe to say that FPM is 
an extremely dramatic 
and powerful dance perfor­
mance. As the music comes 
on and the eleven dancers; 
Leigh Davenport, Ashley 
Sullivan-Kirksey, Nia Har­
ris, Audrey Waters, 
Michelle Miller, Ivy Will­
iams, Sacha Comrie, Ayana 
Cofer, Kim Lockhart,
Claisian Phillips, and 
Marquiez Williams, who is 
actually a graduating senior 
at Morehouse College, ma­
nipulate and control the mu­
sic, they also control the au­
dience.
One Spelman student 
said, “as the music came 
along and I saw the women 
and the gentleman on stage 
moving, I actually felt it.”
“I am really enjoy­
ing this show because I am 
seeing a variety of things
such as the [piece entitled] 
‘Sister’s Lament’, which 
takes me back to the time 
when we [Black women] 
were all oppressed. And as 
they told Mary not to weep, 
I could just feel into her 
soul on what was going 
on,” said Christina Tay­
lor, a student at Spelman 
College.
It cannot be denied 
that FPM was truly com­
posed of wonderful dra­
matic choreography. 
Kenneth Green, the 
Spelman College dance 




An additional touch 
of taste was added when 
Allen D. Gartrell and 
John Stronks appeared 
and helped out as spe­
cial guest choreogra­
phers. This show was 
filled with talent, excellent 
coordination, and uniquely 
original costumes.
“It was excellent. It 
was an outstanding, award­
winning performance,” said 
Milan Griffin, a freshman at 
Spelman College after 
viewing the performance on
March 1, 2002.
Over all, FPM: 
Feets Per Minute was an en­
joyable and well-put to­
gether show. The pieces 
provided different themes 
whether it was “City Boys, 
“which was about a man 
trying to find a home, try­
ing to be accepted, and try­
ing to find out where he be­
longed or “What Does Your 
Soul Look Like,” which ap­
peared to be a piece on dis­
covering who you are and 
exactly what is your iden­
tity.
“Chain of Fools,” 
displayed love-lost, heart­
broken women who eventu­
ally found strength amongst 
one another and collec­
tively liberate themselves 
from the pain that came 
from the grasp of unattain­
able love and emotion from 
several men, and finally 
“Dance” was more of a self­
proclamation piece on the 
peace, joy, and essentials of 
dance.
The whole perfor­
mance was basically an 
analogous of liberation, re­
laxation, and mental, emo­
tional, and spiritual eman­
cipation.
w
Is Music Destroying our Race?
Danielle Wright 
Health Writer
Disrespectful lyrics that 
degrade women and revert Afri­
can-Americans back to what our 
past generations have fought to 
move away from has been the 
identifying theme coined by our 
parents when asked to reflect on 
today’s music.
My sister and I would 
fight defensively for the music that 
we were listening to, while my 
mother regarded it as trash. Then 
one day in the middle of our de­
bate my mother broke down into 
tears after returning from a work 
related trip to Chile. She began to 
explain to my sister and I that she 
had been disrespected by some 
teenage boy, while walking down 
the street in Chile. The young boy 
made a filthy gesture at her with 
his mouth, and she returned to her 
hotel room puzzled as to why she 
had been associated with such a 
filthy gesture. She turned on the 
television and while flipping 
through the channels she came 
across music videos with black 
women half-naked, dancing pro­
vocatively, and being made refer­
ence to in songs as whores, sluts, 
and bitches.
These young boys have 
no idea what a black women is 
besides what they see on television 
and this is what we as black
women are being associated with 
cross-culturally. The saddest part 
is that a woman like my mother 
had to be subjected to that when 
she lived through the struggle to 
move away from: negative asso­
ciations and stereotypes of black 
women. Instantly the opinion of 
my mother on the issue of today’s 
music became enlightening rather 
than a nuisance. I began to real­
ize that the very music that I dance 
to and bop my head to in the car 
has taken African-Americans back 
in one decade to where our ances­
tors fought to move away from for 
centuries.
The problem lies in what 
music is available. Disrespectful 
and degrading lyrics dominate the 
music industry. Yet to my excite­
ment I see a change for the better 
in the making. New recording star 
Glen Louis along with India Arie, 
Musiq Soul Child, Erikah Badu, 
and Alicia Keys are bringing soul 
back to our music. Many of them 
mock the sounds of the old school 
music our parents always talk 
about. Whatever it is, it sounds 
beautiful and we are going crazy 
over it. People are starting to 
realize the effect degrading and 
disrespectful lyrics of rap music 
have on people as a whole.
Our music should uplift 
our people, and if it doesn’t than 
what’s the point? If we continue 
to support these stereotypes by
buying the music, we are ac­
cepting the stereotypes being 
thrown out there. Ask yourself, 
if you love who you are, how 
can you allow one of your very 
own to drag your name in the 
mud and rejoice at their concert 
like Jesus Christ himself has 
just hit the stage?
Now I am just as 
guilty as many of you, and it’s 
easy to say I don’t care because 
they are not talking about me, 
but they are. They are talking 
about your people, and you are 
a part of that. We have to stop 
buying albums for the beat and 
start buying them for the lyrics. 
Not all rap music is bad, but the 
kind that degrades and disre­
spects our people should not be 
supported by any of us. We are 
too proud of our accomplish­
ments as a race to allow such 
awful things to be said about us 
in song, by our own people. We 
have too many positive things 
to rap or sing about to let such 
music dominate the music in­
dustry, and we have too much 
talent to let it go to waste by 
bringing African-Americans 
down through music.
Music is for the soul, 
so let’s support music that is 
putting the soul back and not the 
music that is draining the ad­
vancement of African-Ameri­
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Spelman Remembers Dr. Jann Primus
By: Teresa Smith
Contributing Writer
“By and by when the morn­
ing comes, all the saints of God are 
gathered home, We’ll tell the story 
of how we overcame, for we’ll un­
derstand it better by and by.” I 
once knew a woman who inspired 
us to do great things. A woman 
who achieved and excelled beyond 
set limits. I once knew a woman 
who expected me to do more than 
what I thought I could do. Though 
that inspirational woman is not 
with me anymore, I hear her voice 
pushing me still. She will always 
be a role model.
Role model is a theme 
that was carried through the career 
of Dr. Jann Patrice Primus as a pro­
fessor here at Spelman College. 
Dr. Primus was more than an out­
standing professor and researcher; 
she was an inspirational soul to the 
entire Spelman community. It was 
because of this close tie to 
Spelman that on February 9,2002, 
the entire Spelman body, students, 
faculty, and staff, mourned the loss 
of our sister.
Dr. Primus’s journey home 
came from a brief battle with stom­
ach cancer. We had just seen and 
heard her last semester, and her 
demeanor did not look as if she 
were sick. Yet, Dr. Primus was di­
agnosed, underwent surgery, and 
was put into a hospice all within 
two months time.
“She didn’t want the stu­
dents to know because she didn’t
Reflecting on the influence of Dr. Primus
By: Ankrehah Trimble 
Contributing Writer
Who can find a virtuous woman? 
For her worth is far more than ru­
bies (Proverbs 31:10). At the ut­
terance of the name Dr. Jann 
Primus the epitome of a Spelman 
Woman comes to mind. She was 
truly one of the many catalysts of 
the Biology Department. As a 
Freshwoman I remember her as 
my Recitation instructor and how 
she spoke so profound and elo­
quently.
She opens her mouth 
with wisdom and on her tongue is 
the law of kindness! (Proverbs 
31:26).
As time went on we ob­
tained a very unique relationship. 
Dr. Primus saw potential in me that 
I never knew I had. I recall in the 
spring of 2001 when I was desper­
ately trying to get a summer intern­
ship at AMGEN in Thousand 
Oaks, California I applied and anx­
iously waited. Soon after the pro­
cess Dr. Primus, who was the liai­
son for Spelman, stressed that ev­
erything would be all right. As 
promised it was and when I re­
want to distract them from their 
work,” said Dr. Hammonds-Oddie, 
former student and colleague of 
Dr. Primus.
Dr. Hammonds -Oddie, now 
a professor in the Biology Depart­
ment, was in her Cellular Molecu­
lar class the first year she came 
back to teach at Spelman.
“I can 
remember 
that I had 
just sent out 
my invita­
tions to my 
wedding my 
senior year, 









I said I’m 
going to 
graduate 
school, I promise,” said 
Hammonds-Oddie who remem­
bers her professors were concerned 
about her attending graduate 
school while being married, espe­
cially Dr. Primus. Dr. Hammonds- 
Oddie remembering it like it was 
yesterday, said that Dr. Primus 
looked stern and said, “O.k., I am 
just making sure.”
“To me she was the defini­
tion, an icon, of what a Spelman 
woman would be,” said Dr.
ceived a promising interview 1 
yelled out of my dorm window to 
Dr. Primus that I assured the inter­
view with AMGEN. She was just 
as excited as I was because she saw 
my sincerity. Dr. Primus believed 
in me and gave me chances to 
ishow myself approved. To say the 
least I did get into the program and 
enjoyed the experience. Even 
though this wasn’t the only time 
Dr. Primus came throught for me 
this was ultimately the most 
memorable.
As Feb. 9, 2002 will be a 
day that the Spelman Community 
will never forget we must remem­
ber that God only loaned her to us 
temporarily so that this Phenom­
enal Woman could share her gifts 
with others.
Although her soul has re­
turned home her memories will 
forever be etched within our 
hearts. “Charm is deceitful and 
beauty is passing, but a woman 
who fears the Lord, she shall be 
praised. Give her of the fruit of 
her hands, and let her own works 
praise her in the gates” (Proverbs 
31:30-31). Dr. Jann Patrice Primus 
enjoy eternal peace.
McGinnis, who remembers when 
a questionaire was distrubted by 
the biology club to the student 
body with one particular question 
asking “Who is your biggest role 
model?” Many of the student an­
swered Mother Teresa, their mom, 
or their grandmother; however, 
“60% to 70% of the students said
£ HA Mhu,
Dr. Jann Primus.
It was just like Dr. Primus
to keep a close eye on all her stu­
dents, their academics and over­
all welfare. She wanted them to 
see and dream beyond the restric­
tions that they had placed on 
themselves. Dr. Primus knew 
what it was like to be a student, a 
student at Spelman. She was a 
graduating Spelmanite of the class 
of 1981. Dr. Scott-Johnson, who 
was in the class of 1982, recalls
“May she live on in our memories and our hearts.”
the active participation that her 
schoolmate had on campus.
“Every class knows who 
the leaders are academically and 
politically. Jan and, her good 
friend, Carmen, were the top in 
their class inspiring us as stu­
dents,” said Scott-Johnson who 
continued, “she understood how 
to be disciplined, focused, and 
honest.”
She returned home to 
Spelman to her calling as a 
teacher. It would be a calling that 
would outlast her physical; she 
will always be a professor and 
scholar of high regard. She will 
always be our teacher of science, 
research, and more importantly, 
life.
“Cease gentle music! the 
solemn gloom of night/ Now seals 
the fair creation from my sight.” 
-Phillis Wheatley (poet).
Dr.Hammonds-Oddie felt 
that it was Dr. Primus' strong 
Christian faith in God that 
brought her true inspiration.
“To know Jann, you had to 
know that Christ was the center 
of her life,” said Scott-Johnson.
It was Dr. Primus’ open 
door policy that brought her close 
to her students. Dr. Manley said 
in letter to the Spelman commu­
nity, “All of us benefited in im­
measurable ways by her dedica­
tion to her students, to her col­
leagues, to her research, and to 
her alma mater. She guided all of 
us to the highest level of perfor­
mance, and she guided Spelman
women to achievements in medicine 
and in science. We were blessed to 
have had her with us for 14 years, 
and we will continue to be blessed 
by the indelible imprint she made on 
the Spelman experience.”
Her office on the second floor 
of the Science Building, 284, is as 
she left it. With a note on the door 
saying that Dr. Primus was would 
not be in. There also is a folder with 
graded assignments, and informa­
tion about research opportunities. 
Her trophies and awards, from 
Spelman Presidential Award for Ex­
cellence in Teaching to The National 
Alumna Role Model Award, adorn 
her desk. And taped on the glass, 
there lays a typed printed note: We 
have lost an amazing woman, and 
heaven has gained an angel.
She was not merely a biology 
professor, a colleague, a researcher, 
and a scholar; she was a role model 
to all she encountered. She was an 
advising, inspirational spirit that will 
live on forever.
“She brought glory and honor 
to God’s kingdom because of who 
she was in her daily walk,” said Dr. 
Scott-Johnson who asserted that Dr. 
Primus would want us “to use the 
talents that God has given us and be 
about doing that.”
We will miss our friend, our 
professor, our role model, and our 
sister.
“We must remember her com­
mitment to Spelman,” said Dr. 
Hammonds-Oddies.
And we will. Thank you Dr. 
Jann Patrice Primus, for everything.
»1-
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The many possibilities for Black College Spring Break
By: Nailah Timberlake 
Features Writer
Many people look 
forward to spring break for 
various reasons. A lot of us 
needed time off from the daily 
grind of college life. The 
majority of us headed to warm 
and exotic places for the week 
to relax and party. Spring Break 
has always been a time for 
college students to take a 
vacation and party with friends.
Many African Ameri­
can students chose to stay on 
campus or to go home versus 
heading to the beach.
This decision mainly 
stems from the fact that there 
has been a lack of Spring Break 
activities catering to African 
American students.
Spring Break for Black 
college students has been 
lacking, but within the past 10 
to 15 years, there has been an 
increasing amount of events 
specifically geared towards 
African American students. 
There are currently a circuit of 
events that have brought 
students from all over the 
country to their venues.
This semester, many of 
the AUC schools have decided 
to host Spring Break trips, 
giving students the opportunity 
to go and party with other 
African American students.
On Campus Living:
By Portia Kaleen Murphy 
OpEd Writer
Are you going to be 
living on campus next semes­
ter? With the way the lottery 
goes, who knows? Living on 
campus can be a real conve­
nience, but is the convenience 
worth the hassle. I think it is 
important that we sit back and 
analyze some of the advan­
tages and disadvantages of on- 
campus housing.
For one, on-campus 
housing is convenient for 
those who are always running 
late to class. There is nothing 
more reassuring than waking 
up late and knowing you still 
have time to brush your teeth 
and run to Cosby. Living so 
close to the academic build­
ings is definitely a plus.
When it is eleven 
o’clock it is extremely com­
forting to know all I have to 
do is put some sweats on and 
run to the Science Building to 
the computer lab to type a pa­
per that is due tomorrow at 
nine.
In addition another 
positive aspect of on-campus 
housing is that it eliminates
Other independent groups have 
targeted the AUC students and 
have created inexpensive trips 
during the spring. Many others 
are headed to places like 
Daytona Beach and Panama 
City, which have gained a large 
amount of popularity over the 
past couple of years. Through­
out the spring, there are many 
other events hosted by HBCUis 
that invite African American ‘ 





Annual pajama party that 




Black Vegas-Las Vegas, NV 
The first annual event will 
include concerts, parties and 
contests.
6th-7th
Black Spring Break Rap-up-
New Orleans, LA @ Jazzland 
Park
This is the third year and will 
bring in close to 100,000 
people. This year it’s being held 
at an amusement park and will 
feature concerts, step shows, 
Mr. And Mrs. Rap-up, a beach
the need to pay electric and 
water bills. I am quite sure 
that we have all had the 
“Times are hard” experience at 
least once, and for some of us 
more times than others. But 
at least when we are through 
spending all of our money we 
do not have to wonder if we 
are going to be able to pay the 
Atlanta Gas bill this month.
The cafeteria is also a 
blessing in disguise. Okay, 
honestly, we all do our fair 
share of criticizing the cafete­
ria food. But, all in all, we 
would be some hungry women 
without it. I do not think any­
one can deny the convenience 
in pulling out a card to eat and 
not have to pay the money 
back later.
When the food just 
seems too unbearable, we 
could always hit up Chic-fil- 
A; now known as “The Grill.” 
The whole point is, despite the 
taste or peculiarity of Spelman 
cafeteria food, we all benefit 
from it somehow (whether we 
choose to admit it or not). Of 
course, on-campus housing 
has allowed us all to get to 
know more people in the col­
area, a parade, a spades tourna­
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The Playaz Ball-Statesboro, GA 
Itis a weekend long street party 




The Kentucky Derby Festival-
Convenience & Catastrophe?
lege community. Whether it is 
to run next door just to say, 
“Hi,” or to borrow anything 
from an electric blanket to a 
calculator. Living on campus 
helps us to meet more of our 
fellow Spelmanites and that is 
a bonus.
On the other hand, on- 
campus housing could use a lot 
of help. There are plenty of 
issues that should be tackled 
or at least considered before 
deciding where you will be 
living next semester. Some 
complaints that I have heard 
are just outrageous. And we, 
as women trying to make a dif­
ference in the world, should 
start in our own backyard 
(metaphorically speaking). 
First of, the lack of air-condi­
tioning in Hotatlanta summer 
is a major concern.
Temperatures out here 
can get to some outrageous 
highs, and a fan does not al­
ways suffice. Unless, you live 
in the LLC’s you are pretty 
much out of luck. Another 
problem is during the winter. 
What is going on with the 
heat? Sometimes the heat is 
on full blast and girls are
Louisville, KY
Vendors and parties are present 
during the Derby, making this
event no longer a mid-west 
secret.
23rd-27th
The Atlantic Bike Festival- 
Myrtle Beach, SC 




i Memorial Day Urban 
h Bash-Miami, Fl-South 
Beach
is the third year of the 
and it anticipates 250,000 
participants.
JUNE
s Beach Greekfest-Jones 
Beach, NY
The®* are step shows, concerts 
tivities for all. Who says 
'ng Island canit be fun?
JULY 
4th-6th
he ESSENCE Music Festival- 
New Orleans, LA 
The largest African American
family festival in the country. 
Over 150,000 attend for 
networking, R&B and Jazz
concerts, and a speaker series.
Many of us are headed
forced to use fans to keep their 
rooms to a bearable tempera­
ture. Other times, (like this 
past week), there is not enough 
heat to warm up an ice cream 
cone.
The Resident Direc­
tors do a lot trying to keep 
their residents warm. One ac­
tion taken was the distribution 
of space heaters. Unfortu­
nately, like the funds here at 
Spelman, there are not enough 
to go around. I think the article 
“Why Ask Why” in the 
Spelman Spotlight December 
edition puts it best, “Why does 
it cost $750 to park in the 
parking deck when that is 
more than some of our cars are 
worth?”
When the old park­
ing lot parallel to the gate 
turned into a three dollar a day 
adventure most of us were 
forced to buy parking permits. 
But, why do we spend so much 
money on parking at our own 
residence? To be an unsuper­
vised parking lot, we spend a 
lot of money to keep our cars 
in it.
The water is also an­
other ongoing problem relat-
to a lot of these events and it’s 
important to follow some basic 
rules to stay safe.
#1. Don’t carry large 
sums of money with you
because if you are robbed, (and 
yes it does happen) you’ll be 
stuck far from home when no
funds.
#2. Don’t go off with 
strangers no matter how fly their 
car is and no matter how many
times he says he wants to talk. 
Call him on his cell phone if it 
proves to be that serious.
#3. Work within the 
buddy system, and keep track of 
all of your friends and make sure
they’re keeping track of you.
#4. Don’t get pissy 
drunk to the point that you can’t 
tell someone no or get yourself
home safely.
#5. Don’t go to these
events and expect all the men to 
respect you. You might be out 
there for fun, but many of them 
are out there to get one thing.
#6. Don’t get mad if you 
see someone videotaping you, 
just keep it moving and you’ll 
avoid someone calling out your 
name or disrespecting you even 
more than they already have.
#7. Have a good time, 
but remember to be safe and
don’t do anything you don’t want 
your mama knowing about.
ing to on-campus living. Some 
of us have been experiencing 
difficulties with the water be­
ing cut off. McAlpin, queen 
of the water cut-off resi­
dences, had their water cut off 
three times' in one week. And 
then, when it is on, it is rarely 
warm. Steps need to be taken 
to ensure that the women pay­
ing for a place to live are given 
more than decent facilities.
Spelman is one of the 
most prestigious Historically 
Black Colleges and Universi­
ties (if not the most presti­
gious). We always hear about 
how we are representatives of 
Spelman when we leave the 
gates. No one can deny the 
wonderful education we re­
ceive from here, but a school 
is more than just academics. 
Living here should be close to 
the zenith, or just as, impor­
tant as the academics are.
Yes, there are defi­
nitely some good aspects of 
living on campus, but there are 
an awful lot of bad ones too. 
Spelman has to be as presti­
gious a college inside the gates 
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It’s a blessing sent from 
God,” says high-school student 
Brigette Wright when asked to re­
flect on accutane. Teenagers and 
adults from everywhere are shar­
ing their testimonies about what 
this miracle medicine has done for 
them. Wright remembers when 
she first began breaking out dur­
ing softball season; she explained 
that she had pimples covering her 
entire face. Wright went on to say 
that she would look at her face and 
begin to cry. I find that hard to 
believe looking at her skin com­
plexion now, which resembles that 
of a baby. It’s perfect! She says it 
is all because of accutane. She re­
members her visit to the dermatol­
ogy in which she heard the com­
forting words of skin expert, Dr. 
Patricia K. Farris, “ Oh sweetie 
you don't have to suffer like this, 
let’s put her on accutane.” “ I never 
suffered again,” says Wright.
Acne is a condition of the 
skin that shows up as various types 
of bumps including whiteheads, 
blackheads, pimples, and cysts.
The most common type of acne is 
called acne vulgaris. This is the 
acne that most of us suffer from, 
where it shows up on the face, 
neck, shoulders, and the back. 
Accutane is a powerful drug used 
in the treatment of acne. Four to 
five months of accutane treatment 
usually leads to the clearing of 
acne for one year or more after the 
medicine is stopped. Most other 
acne-controlling medicines are 
anti-bacterial agents, which are 
effective only if the medicine is 
used daily. Accutane decreases the 
amount of oil produced by the 
skins sebaceous glands.
Spelman student Sindi
Sheppard recalls her skepticism 
towards accutane clearing up her 
acne.
“I had tried everything 
and I didn’t think that this was 
going to be any different,” says 
Sheppard.
To her surprise after four 
months her skin is clear. She says 
the one thing that she always 
wanted was clear skin, and now 
she’s got it. She has one month 
left until her treatment is over.
After doing research on 
accutane, Morehouse student, Vance 
Hayes says that the side effects are 
not worth the treatment. The side ef­
fects are chapped lips, dry skin and
itching, dryness of nose, mild nose 
bleed, irritation of the eyelids and 
eyes, joint and muscle pains, tem­
porary hair thinning, rash, intestinal 
symptoms, urinary symptoms, 
headache, increased sensitivity to 
sunburn, decreased night vision, and 
depression. The most common side 
effects are chapped lips, dry skin and 
itching, and dryness of the nose and 
mild nosebleed. The other side ef­
fects have very low frequency per­
centages. Accutane patients argue 
that because he’s never suffered 
from acne he doesn’t understand the 
effect that being self-conscious 
about your skin can do to one’s self­
esteem and social skills. The side 
effects are specific to each indi­
vidual. Some patients do experience 
little to no side affects, none at all, 
or all of them.
A blood test is given 
monthly to make sure that the 
accutane patient is in healthy 
enough condition to remain on the 
medication. It may increase the 
level of blood fats and occasionally 
affect the liver. The test must be 
administered when you have fasted 
for twelve hours.
If you are pregnant, this 
medication is out of the question for 
you. Accutane can cause birth de­
fects. In fact, most dermatologists 
will not prescribe accutane unless 
you are on birth control.
Accutane is not a perma­
nent cure for acne, but for most pa­
tients it prolongs good condition of 
your skin until nature clears it. Acne 
comes back after one year for only 
every one out of ten patients and two 
years for every one out of four pa­
tients. Even if it does come back in 
most cases the severity of it is sub­
stantially mitigated and antibiotics 
can be used for treatment. If the 
severity has the same intensity then 
the patient may be recommended to 
resume treatment for another 5-6 
months.
If you are suffering from 
severe acne, don’t let the side effects 
scare you they are temporary and 
they don’t effect everyone. This 
may be just the thing you need to 
put your acne troubles to an end. 
Even adults who have suffered from 
acne almost all of their lives have 
benefited from the results of this 
medicine. Stop listening to the 
myths that acne is caused by poor 
hygiene, certain foods, stress, or that 
you can grow out of it, or it is a cos­
metic disease. Ask your dermatolo­
gist about accutane, and pave the 
road to having clear skin.
Spring into Shape at Read Hall
Christine Tejada
Sports Writer
At many small schools 
like Spelman, physical education 
is not a main priority. Not many 
people come here for its athlet­
ics, if any at all. The knowledge 
of Read Hall’s location comes 
from the 2-3 credit hours of 
physical education during one’s 
four-year stay at Spelman Col­
lege. We all know the sports 
teams are under supported, un­
der funded, and occasionally un­
known of; whenever I tell some­
one that I play golf for the Jag­
uars, their response is “we have 
a golf team?” Clearly we are not 
a school of jocks.
However, for those of us 
who do not wish to live our lives 
in a Ricki Lake and Ben and 
Jerry’s induced stupor, there is 
an alternative. There are various 
activities offered at Read Hall 
for students who just want to go 
and work out from time to time. 
Most popular in my experience 
would have to be aerobics with 
Linda. Monday through Thurs­
day in one of the dance studios, 
one can attend an aerobics class 
guaranteed to make you sweat 
and remind you of your accom­
plishment the next day. While 
the class is at 5pm lasting ap­
proximately forty-five minutes,
it is worth it to get up off the 
couch and check it out. One does 
not have to sign up in advance, 
and no one will hunt you down 
if you never go back.
For those of us who like 
to sweat alone, there is the fit­
ness room. Monday through 
Thursday starting at 6pm until 
approximately 9:45pm, the fit­
ness room is available for use. In 
there are several treadmills, an 
elliptical machine, one stair- 
stepper and several seemingly 
broken, but actually functioning 
stationary bicycles. In total, 
there are probably nine working 
machines yet whenever I have 
gone to the fitness room, there 
have been a maximum of five
others toiling alongside me. At 
the beginning of the semester, 
there were lines to get on the ma­
chines due to the New Year’s 
Resolution rush, however that 
quickly tapered off with the 
coming of February. In addition 
to the cardio room, there is free 
swim from 8-9pm on Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.
Last but not least there 
is the weight room. Open at the 
same times as the fitness room, 
the weight room offers weight 
training that would suit any 
muscles one wants to work on. 
While it is fairly small in size, 
and there is a limited variety, the 
weight room is often very empty 
except for the work-study stu­
dent waiting for someone to 
come along.
The main problem with 
exercising in Read Hall are the 
hours. Dinner opens at 4:30 and 
closes at 6:30. If one decides to 
go to aerobics class, they cannot 
eat before class, and are gener­
ally too tired to eat after, result­
ing in an 11pm call to Da Bomb 
that will counteract all the good 
work they did that day. So in or­
der to eat in the cafeteria, a stu­
dent would have to motivate 
themselves to get to the fitness/ 
weight room an appropriate time 
after eating their dinner. Now 
let’s be realistic here- for a good 
couple of hours after dinner, no
one has the motivation to do 
anything but sit around and 
watch some more TV or maybe 
crack open a book or two. Be­
fore you know it, it’s 10pm and 
you haven’t done anything to as­
sist you in looking good in a bi­
kini aside from move up a size.
Exercise is all about 
willpower and here at Spelman 
it’s not different. It’s on you to 
turn the TV off and walk out to 
what sometimes seems to be the 
end of the Earth to get your 
workout on. And don’t worry. If 
we see you slide into the caf at 
6:15 pm haggard-like, we’ll 
know you were just bettering 
yourself.
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have past but you are still totally 
swamped with work. Papers, labs, 
presentations, research obliga­
tions, speaking engagements, 
meetings...let’s not mention the 
tests themselves.. .clutter your life 
with due dates. Each day, you have 
a maximum of about two free 
hours to spend, eating or “just 
chilling,’’ with friends or, 
oftentimes, by yourself. Waking 
up each morning becomes some­
what of a burden instead of a gift, 
and you slowly find yourself dis­
engaged with the concept of 
school. You are falling farther and 
farther behind, in your classes and 
you continually wonder, “Was col­
lege really the right choice for 
me?” Other than having these 
bothersome little feelings, you’re 
totally O.K., right? Maybe not.
Depression is an illness 
that we all hear a lot about, these 
days. In a fast-paced, complicated 
and demanding society, the issue 
of depression becomes more and 
more pertinent as more and more 
people become affected by it. In 
America, almost 2 million people
suffer from depression, according 
to the National Institutes of Health. 
This is a daunting statistic, consid­
ering the effects of depression, 
which could ultimately change a 
person, his/her thoughts, feelings, 
and actions. Sadly, an estimated 
15% of people hospitalized for de­
pression eventually take their own 
lives. Obviously, this is an impor­
tant and urgent issue that affects 
even us, here at Spelman.
What could cause a 
Spelman woman to get depressed?
Sophomore, 
Antonia Hawkins 





with yourself to 
do well. It is 
harder to compete 
with yourself than 
with others,” says 
Hawkins, who 
also says that pro­
crastination can 
cause a college 
student to “feel 
overwhelmed 
later” and begin to 
regret the fact that 
she didn't priori­
tize her obligations earlier.
When asked what factors 
could contribute to depression in 
a college student, junior, Tonia 
Lagon, replied that “too much 
schoolwork, home-sickness, not 
enough time, and significant oth­
ers” could definitely play a part in 
feelings of depression experienced 
by that student. These factors 
complicated by scholarship re­
quirements, peer pressure, family 
expectations, and the “broke col­
lege student syndrome” pose the
problem of making the situation 
worse.
Luckily, depression can 
be detected, and treated early on. 
Some of its symptoms include: 
feeling overwhelmed; feeling dis­
sociated from normal social 
groups or activities; performing 
poorly at school or work; feeling 
fatigued or tired more than usual; 
over-sleeping on an ongoing ba­
sis and missing activities/obliga­
tions; loss of appetite or increased 
appetite; and/or substance abuse. 
These symptoms do not have to be 
experienced simultaneously, nor 
do these symptoms represent the 
entire range of experiences that 
could be felt as a result of depres­
sion.
The illness itself is com­
plex and manifests itself in many 
different ways, all of them being 
serious. If you are concerned that 
you may be undergoing symptoms 
of depression, and you have experi­
enced four or more of these symp­
toms for two or more weeks, please, 
PLEASE seek help, which is readily 
available at various health clinics 
and centers across the metro-Atlanta 
area, not to mention our own cam­
pus health center. Counseling, pre­
scriptive drugs and/or other meth­
ods of treatment may be suggested.
As a preventative effort 
against depression or once treated 
and cured of depression, what can a 
sister do, to keep the sad feelings at 
a minimum? Antonia Hawkins and 
Tonia Lagon both say “pray”, cer­
tainly, spiritual/meditation exercises 
can be helpful in preventing a stage 
of depression from setting in on 
your life.
Other suggestions might 
be to do mild exercise each day 
(since exercise releases endorphins, 
which cause feelings of happiness 
to occur), to broaden or strengthen 
your social sphere (call old friends 
every once an a while to see how 
they’re doing, join a new club 
you’ve been meaning to join, do a 
little volunteer work to take your 
mind off the stress, etc.), make sure 
you’re eating right (three meals a 
day with lots of iron, plus health 
snacks loaded with fiber, lots of wa­
ter, and preferably a multi-vitamin 
supplement which includes vitamin 
B), get the right amount of sleep (at 
least eight hours per night {laugh, 
laugh}), and finally, just say “no” 
to some activities/obligations and 
allow for time to yourself, in which 
your body can just “breathe.” This 
may seem like a lot, but, compared 
with the alternative, it’s well worth 
the effort.
nd of I A progr
"If women learn the rules of the 
economic game, they can change 
it. There’s more philanthropy now, 
more interest in social causes and 
human issues like work/life 
balance and discrimination. 
Women are bringing those issues 
to the forefront..."
TINA LEE, '02 MBA CANDIDATE
“Mills gave 7 years of my life back to me."
When MBA student Tina Lee earned her Mills BA with honors in 2001, 
she was 2? years old. “If I took the traditional mute to an MBA,“ she says, 
“I’d need three to four years’ work experience before the top MBA schools 
would even consider me. And I’d need more time to study for the GMAT, 
and more time to apply to schools and wait for results. And the MBA 
program itself would be two years more. So that’s seven years, and you 
have to leave the labor force. If a woman does that, she has to start all over 
again. That’s a lot of lost income.”
The Mills College MBA offers you
*
■ A one-year program (students lacking prerequisite courses may requite extra time)
■ Flexible options for meeting MBA prerequisites during 
or after undergraduate study
■ Interactive learning with excellent professors in small classes
■ A beautiful residential campus close to San Francisco
MILLS
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Apex: A collegiate culture magazine?
Leigh Davenport 
Executive Production Editor
As I begin writing this 
perspective on the newly launched 
Apex magazine, may I state at the 
outset—I mean not to attack the 
publication, but to question the 
nature of the environment that per­
petuates the necessity for a maga­
zine such as Apex.
Apex is a student pro­
duced magazine founded by senior 
editor of the Maroon Tiger, 
Geoffrey Bennet. It is undeniable 
that Bennet has achieved a remark­
able feat. It requires extreme drive, 
will, intelligence and ambition to 
create and produce a magazine. As 
an aspiring writer myself, I share 
admiration one can justifiably feel 
towards a young black entrepre­
neur who is making such major 
career strides while in college. I 
doubt too many people could pick 
up Apex magazine and not be im­
pressed in some way.
However, as I began to 
journey through the pages of the 
magazine, I found myself becom­
ing enraged and disappointed in 
the culture that reveals itself 
throughout the pages of Apex.
It “is designed keeping 
the upwardly mobile in mind," 
says Bennet. “Apex is for the cul­
ture we are trying to create.”
I will go out on a pretty
strong limb and guess that Apex 
is a male-targeted publication 
and the culture it wishes to cre­
ate is remniscent of the writings 
of Lawrence Otis, “Our Kind of 
People.” The ever-present mate­
rialist ideals of the AUC have 
manifested themselves on paper; 
so begins Apex magazine in­
structing young black men on 
what to wear, where to go and 
how to rape the image of the 
white upper class and make it 
their own. Oh and I would be 
remiss to not mention the under­
lying misogynistic undertones of 
many of the articles. Yes, my Af­
rican-American brothers, Apex is 
the cure to all of your “I’m not 
sure how to fit into the white male 
dominated upper class frustra­
tions.”
In fact. Apex may be 
more appropriately titled the BAP 
MAN-ual, (Black American 
Prince) Manual. Many of you are 
familiar with the BAP Handbook, 
which so accurately describes a 
large percentage of Spelman 
women. I might say that Apex is 
its collegiate male counterpart. It 
details the material items, and 
elite social culture that distin­
guishes “our kind of people," 
from the rest of the average 
middle class black people. The 
people who concern themselves 
with keeping their need based
scholarships because mommy and 
daddy can't afford to buy them a 
range rover discovery—with or 
without rims. The people who buy 
their clothes at the Gap because 
Abercrombie hasn’t designed a 
clothing item with a black person 
in mind, yet. The people who have 
to work to buy their first car and 
can only afford to stay in college 
for 4 years.
Will owning a pea coat, 
shopping at Brooks Brothers and 
wearing Aramis cologne really pro­
pel you into a superior status of 
being and life fulfillment? Right. 
Or is the key to every man’s suc­
cess knowing where to shop. 
Might I suggest.. .read a few books 
that aren’t on a sllabus and try to 
understand that spending money is 
not the key to happiness.
In article titled, “Every 
man should," Apex recommends 
16 things every man should aspire 
to. Forgive me, but of all the posi­
tive things black men should be 
doing, achieving the perfect tee 
shot should never make a list of the 
top 16. Nor do I see the signifi­
cance of running a tab or being ig­
norant enough to think that there 
will ever be even one day when 
everything you say, do and think is 
correct. Number 14 says “Every 
man should experience having the 
right woman call him baby.” Well 
then every man should call his
mother and thank her for turning 
him into a worthwhile being, be­
cause she did and will forever call 
him her baby. Every man should 
learn the art of buying expensive 
things on sale and defining his 
worth beyond his physical appear­
ance.
I have to ask myself if 
professionalism is really deter­
mined by one’s outward appear­
ance. Have we assimilated so far 
into white elitist thinking that we 
are ok with even titling an article 
“AFRO-TRASH?” How dare we 
look down onto our other brothers 
and sisters for wearing natural oils 
and God forbid we keep black ex­
pression alive by writing poetry and 
sharing it with our peers. But then 
again, what on earth would possess 
someone to earn the respect of their 
peers by intelligence and perspec­
tive, instead by purchasing a tie 
worth writing an entire column 
about. And I do hope that once ev­
eryone goes and buys that fabulous 
Burberry’s life altering tie, we don’t 
get a follow up article about how 
everyone is trying to be like the 
original tie owner.
Honestly if Apex, is 
geared to a collegiate culture I 
would really like to know where it 
is that college students have 95,000 
dollars to buy a Ferrari? Why 
would college students be able to 
afford cars that doctors and lawyers
can’t afford? Someone tell me 
why does it make sense for black 
men to model their behavior after 
Italian mobsters in old gangster 
films?
It is unfortunate because 
the culture that lives throughout the 
pages of Apex is a reflection of the 
mistaken value placed on money 
throughout our black communities. 
A person’s worth should never be 
determined by the size of their wal­
let. For so many of us, college is 
seen as just a gateway to simply 
making a lot of money. We have 
taken the significance away from 
self-growth and the acquisition of 
knowledge, and misplaced it onto 
material objects.
I am afraid of the culture 
Apex is trying to create because it 
will only call for more black 
people to be mis-educated about 
the illusive happiness that wealth 
can provide. I am afraid because 
of the negative tones addressing 
African-Americans and the sub­
conscious self-hatred that is dis­
played. I am afraid because so 
many of our black brothers and sis­
ters are doing anything to get 
money and little to nothing to gain 
knowledge. I am afraid because 
being upwardly mobile is seen as 
becoming less secure in yourself 
and more secure in your pockets. 
I am afraid because income checks 
will never be equal to intellect.
Who is the AUC Shuttle Really For?
Jasmine Guy 
Op-Ed Writer
Ladies, the West End 
community and the AUC are dan­
gerous environments.
“Spelman women, never 
go anywhere unaccompanied and 
always be alert because students 
are getting robbed, raped, and shot 
in the AUC and the surrounding 
community.” These are statements 
that are made constantly by 
Spelman administration and 
Spelman’s public safety.
However, what are 
Spelman and the AUC’s solution 
for keeping students safe? One of 
their solutions is the AUC Shuttle. 
At Freshman Orientation, Spelman 
administration made our parents 
feel that their daughters resided in 
a safe haven where there was 24- 
hour security and that the AUC 
provided a shuttle service for the 
students to go to the library, the 
schools in the AUC, the West End 
Mall, and the Marta station. How­
ever, our parents as well as our 
selves were bamboozled.
Spelman administration 
made it seem like the AUC shuttle 
was convenient and reliable, but 
the truth of the matter is, it is not. 
What Spelman’s administration 
did not show our parents was the
AUC shuttle schedule. The 
schedule states that the shuttle 
runs every 30 minutes. The last 
time I checked the Marta runs 
every 5 to 10 minutes pending on 
where your destination is. So 
therefore, their daughters are still 
walking alone at night on 
Atlanta’s dangerous streets.
On the night of January 
19th, my friends and I decided to 
go on a shopping excursion to 
Perimeter Mall and since we are 
freshman, our only mode of trans­
portation is the Marta. After re­
turning from our shopping excur­
sion, we patiently waited for the 
AUC shuttle to take us back to 
school. While waiting patiently 
for the shuttle, we asked 
Spelman’s public safety if the 
shuttle had been through lately 
and the officer's response was no, 
and so we figured that the shuttle 
was coming.
After waiting for about 
15 minutes, we decided to walk 
on the dangerous streets of the 
West End community. After ap­
proaching Wachovia Bank, we 
saw the AUC shuttle and tried to 
flag the driver down. We also 
observed that there were no pas­
sengers in the van. The driver 
looks at us, points, laughs, and 
begins to speed down the street.
The last time I checked, 
it was his job to drive students 
around in the AUC. Apparently, 
that must not be in his job descrip­
tion because he did not have any 
passengers in the van, and he chose 
to ignore us. Anything could have 
happened to us while walking on 
these dangerous streets of Atlanta. 
Unfortunately, we could have been 
another statistic in the AUC.
The AUC administration 
needs to investigate and find a reso­
lution. Perhaps, supervisors should 
be on duty to make sure that the 
drivers are picking up students in­
stead of passing them by. Instead 
of just complaining, we need to 
take a stand. Ladies, we need to 
get together a petition and take it 
to the administration to let them 
know how serious we are about this 
problem.
The fact of the matter is 
that the AUC shuttle is not for us 
or any other students in the AUC. 
It is just used as a front so that the 
AUC staff can have a clear con­
scious when they are in their cars 
riding down the West End streets. 
It is also a facade to our parents and 
guardians who think that their 
daughters are safe when they are 
commuting back and forth from the 
Marta, the library, and other places 
in the AUC.
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When is Enough, Enough?
Jaela Neal 
Features Editor
As a senior here at 
Spelman College, I thought I had 
heard and seen most things as 
they relate to the college experi­
ence but apparently, I was 
wrong. While conversing with a 
friend of mine, I was informed 
about a very disturbing occur­
rence, which happened during the 
last market Friday event within 
January. A certain fraternity, 
which shall remain nameless, as 
they are not alone as perpetrators 
of this problem, was heard using 
phrases within their chants, which 
were derogatory, offensive and 
even overtly violent towards 
women. It apparently got to the 
point where a Spelman student 
asked that they stop because she 
along with many others had be­
come offended. The question that 
I would like to pose is when is 
enough, enough? Why are men al­
lowed to come onto Spelman’s 
campus disrespecting women?
Misogyny, sexism and 
sexual exploitation are all very 
real and widely experienced 
forms of oppression which we as 
women, black women no less, 
must face every day. Most of us
are even used to being disrespected 
in one form or another be it from 
that brother hollering at your car as 
you pass him and his friends, that 
hand on your unmentionables as 
you try to mind your own at the club 
or yes eten your boyfriend or male 
friends that make derogatory refer­
ences to other women in front of you 
because they tend to make a distinc­
tion between “those” type of women 
and yourself. But is there really a 
difference? I don’t believe so be­
cause as we all should understand 
as members of this college, all 
women deserve and increasingly so, 
must demand respect from our male 
counterparts and from our sisters as 
well.
Spelman College was 
founded to educate black women 
and to prepare them for service to 
the surrounding communities as 
well as the rest of the world. But
Spelman was also founded to give 
black women a haven where they 
could be looked at and seen as a 
person, not just a woman or better 
yet, a black woman. Let the rest 
of the world stereotype, misjudge 
and attack us, but let us not allow 
that spirit of oppression infiltrate 
this school any more than it al­
ready has. The incidence at mar­
ket Friday wasn’t remarkable in 
itself. What is interesting and quite 
sad however is the fact that the 
men in question as well as other 
students seemed to have no prob­
lem with the language or the ste­
reotypes that were being perpetu­
ated. Are we all so foregone to the 
point where we no longer feel even 
slightly offended when other sis­
ters or ourselves are being referred 
to by disgusting sexual images and 
highly offensive language?
Of course there are those
who believe and will contest that 
all of this is in good fun and no­
body meant any harm but is that 
really enough of an explanation? 
Even if apologies were given to 
each and every Spelman student 
who happened to attend the event 
on that particular Friday, would 
that be enough? I’m a bit skepti­
cal because the defining part of an 
apology is not only being sorry for 
that particular action but a truly 
sincere apology goes one step fur­
ther to include the notion that the 
offensive action won’t be re­
peated. Even if every one of those 
brothers decided from then on to 
never intentionally offend and dis­
respect women, the culture in 
which we live would just pick up 
right where they left off.
The black community as 
a whole is frighteningly silent and 
physically complacent when 
asked to contemplate and discuss 
sexism within the community. For 
so many years racism has been the 
much touted and recognizable 
form of oppression that black 
people faced. Consequently, sex­
ism has taken a very large 
backseat. I believe that it is time 
to work towards changing that. 
This isn’t about embracing femi­
nism to the point where the men 
in our communities should feel 
slighted and become ultimately 
negative and defensive, but in­
stead its about women being able 
to create and maintain spaces in 
which they feel completely com­
fortable and respected. Spelman 
College must be one of these 
places. There are organizations on 
campus such as the FMLA or the 
Feminist Majority Leadership Al­
liance which is dedicated to call­
ing attention to all types of 
women’s issues as well as to “ bring 
awareness and to build discussion 
about misogyny and sexism “ as 
stated by FMLA president 
Cashauna Hill. But the FMLA isn’t 
alone in trying to discuss and hope­
fully eradicate or lessen the effects 
of sexism and disrespect within our 
community. It must also be a goal 
for the entire Spelman community.
This also isn’t about any 
one specific group of men nor is it 
about isolating black men from 
black women. What it is about is 
that we as Spelman women must 
get our house in order. We must 
decide exactly how much disre­
spect we are willing to take within 
our own communities in light of 
how much we must already suffer 
within the rest of the world. So 
once again, when is enough, 
enough? I don’t know about my 
fellow sisters but I myself have had 
enough and I’m taking steps within 
my own life to do something about 
it. I hope that maybe some of you 
will too.
Now that you’ve crossed the color lines!
William Thomas
Op-Ed Writer
Do you make the letters 
or do the letters make you? Now 
really think about it. Why are you 
a part of an organization? And, 
why do you want to be apart of 
an organization? As the spring 
semester gets underway, the idea 
of Greek life has been flirting 
with many beautiful Spelmanites.
Now before you make 
preconceived assumptions about 
this article, let me say up front that 
I am not here to badger or criti­
cize any Greek organizations. In 
fact, I respect all those individu­
als who join organizations that
promote academic excellence and 
provide assistance to people in need.
However, I am here to 
badger and criticize you; those that 
join the right sorority for all the 
wrong reasons.Let me be more spe­
cific. I’m here to put on blast all 
those intelligent and wonderful in­
dividuals who let the colors blind 
their vision from the purpose of the 
organization.
Now let me spell it out 
very slowly, so it can stick in your 
head: P-U-R-P-O-S-E. Got that? 
Good.
The purpose of these orga­
nizations is not to get you hooked 
up with the cutest men from your 
brother fraternities, or so you can 
“skee-wee” or “ooowoop” declaring 
whatever animal-like calls they use
to identify themselves. They are 
not here so you can sport your 
pretty line jackets, step, or so you 
can make mama happy.
They are here for an im­
portant purpose, which is to en­
rich the social and intellectual as­
pects of college life by providing 
mental stimulation through inter­
action with friends and associates. 
The colors do not represent super­
ficial ideologies; they represent 
scholarship, service, and sister­
hood.
Now I ask you again: 
Why do you want to be a part of 
an organization?For those extraor­
dinary women who are already 
members of certain organizations, 
do not think that all of the above 
does hot refer to you.
I recall the freshmen 
who used to ask their Morehouse 
brothers to walk them to the Marta 
station or to Stegeals, but now 
since they bleed Greek colors, no 
longer have the need to acknowl­
edge their brother’s presence.
I understand with mem­
bership to these organizations 
comes responsibility, but it does 
not mean that you can not speak 
to a person when you are around 
your “sisters.”
Wait a minute let me 
spell that “R” word slowly for you 
(because some of you ladies don’t 
recognize the word): R-E-S-P-O- 
N-S-B-I-L-I-T-Y. Got that? Good.
It is your responsibility to make 
an honest effort to uplift your 
community and set good ex­
amples.
It is also your responsi­
bility to make sure these young la­
dies who are obsessed with super­
ficial aspects of sororities, rather 
than the aspects that deals with 
service and genuine responsibil­
ity, do not get in.
Do not let the sorority 
make you, but rather you make the 
sorority. I understand it changes 
a person’s perception on life, and 
relationships, but don’t let it 
change who you are.
Each and every one of 
you women came into Spelman
beautiful and intelligent and as in­
dividuals; you do not need an or­
ganization to tell you that, nor do 
you need an organization to make 
you feel complete. However, you 
should use the organization to help 
uplift your communities, promote 
academia, and form deeper rela­
tionships with people.
I commend all of you la­
dies who are aspiring for the right 
reasons, and those who are living 
up to their responsibilities. I cas­
tigate all of you bright women who 
obsess themselves with the colors, 
class, and superficialities of these 
organizations.
Check your self sister; 
check yourself.

